
 

Newsletter 20th January 2023 

       

   

 

 

 

 

Reception Mrs. Smith 

  Pupil of the Week is Spencer Spearman 

for great independent writing during Phonics 

sessions this week. 

Something exciting happened this week in 
Reception. We watched a video that showed a 
spaceship zooming past our classroom! We think 
that it might be Q Pootle 5! We have been 

looking outside for clues that he has been here. 
Next week we will be learning about Chinese 
New Year. 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Nursery Miss King     
 
Pupil of the Week is George Partington for 

remembering so many landmarks in London. 

This week Nursery have been exploring our capital city- 
London. We have also made bird food and token part in 
some winter bird watching. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Year 2 Miss Cameron 

 
Pupil of the Week is Charlie Austin for always 

giving 100% in everything that he does and for 

always looking for new ways to challenge 

himself.  

Our next Forest Friday session will be Friday 
27th January where we will take part in RSPB's Big 
Garden Bird Watch! Keep an eye out on 
ClassDojo to see what we get up to. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Miss Crampton  

 
 
Pupil of the Week is Emily Martin for writing a letter, 

independently, to the penguins.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 
Mia Ellison for fantastic use of commas in her writing 
this week. 
 

 

Year 5 Miss Hird and Miss Oliver 
 

  
 
Pupil of the Week is Dean Howe for persevering with 

fractions even when he found the work hard. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Year 6 Miss Denham 
 

 Pupils of the Week  

Pupil of the Week this week is Alex for his great work, in 

history, looking at how WW1 impacted the people of 

Durham and the surrounding areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Miss Gregg 

 
 
Pupil of the Week is Byron-Joe White for improving his 

sentences in English using the ‘sentence strips’ tray. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Year 4 Miss Prosser 
 
Pupil of the Week is for Sophia Cummings for 

always trying her best and being a kind friend to 

everyone.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Cutmore is our Staff Star of the Week. 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary:  

• Break up for half term Friday 17th February 2023 

• Return to school Monday 27th February 2023 

• Break up for Easter Friday March 31st 2023 

• Return to school 17th April 2023 

• Break up for half term 26th May 2023 

• Return to school Tuesday 6th June 

• Break up for summer holiday Friday 21st July 2023 
 

Statutory Test Dates 

• Year 1 Phonic screening checks (including Year 2 resit checks) begin week commencing 
Monday 12 June 2023. 

• Year 2 SATs will be administered during May 2023. 

• Year 4 Multiplication Tests week beginning multiplication tables check within the 3-week 
period from Monday 5 June 2023. 

• Year 6 SATs week beginning Monday 8 May to Thursday 11 May 2023. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Warm Spaces 

 

Warm Spaces are somewhere you can go to get warm, stay warm and enjoy a little company. In some, you'll also be 

able to get refreshments. 

  

With many people feeling the pressure because of increased energy costs and the rising cost of living, Warm Spaces 

network aims to support residents across County Durham this winter. 

  

Warm Spaces are free and will let you stay for as long, or for as short a period as you wish (within their opening 

hours). 

  

Please see link below for more information 

  

What Warm Spaces are, why we need them and how to find them - Durham County Council 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durham.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F28227%2FWhat-Warm-Spaces-are-why-we-need-them-and-how-to-find-them&data=05%7C01%7Cr.gregg300%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C4938d6bbc3d34ba0fe5408dac0d6fb99%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638034326833111563%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4u%2FfEYKZQwrqWCz9VOgdoFOW%2Fm1FUwD0928aVqJleMc%3D&reserved=0


 
Safeguarding 

 
For Parents - Social Networks for Children Under 13 

 
It's a big issue and we all know about it, sadly there is very little we can do about it if parents are allowing their 
children to use mainstream social media apps apart from talk to and educate children about the safe and 
appropriate use. There is very little choice for younger children, principally this is because legally companies cannot 
make money out of children under 13 by harvesting personal information and using this for targeted advertising. But 
there are a few apps out there for those younger children. However, the challenge is that, given children primarily 
use social to message their friends, if their friends aren't on the app then the children won't use it. It's a real 
dilemma but it is worth letting parents know that there are alternatives out there, which you can find HERE.  
  
Setting up devices: 
It can be difficult knowing all the different settings that are available on different devices to help protect children, 
this includes allowing or disallowing chat, friends, spending money, content filters and much more. On these 
pages you will find the details, as well as non-technical instructions, which will help you understand what is available 
to you and how to set up your child's devices. 
 
Gaming consoles and devices - https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/ 
Smartphones - https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/ 
Broadband and mobile networks - https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/broadband-mobile/ 
Entertainment and search engines - https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-
engines/ 
 
Safety/privacy settings on social media: 
With many children and young people using social media it is important to understand what features are available to 
you to help protect your children. This is also important because for the most part, all privacy settings are default off 
when a new account is created, but also because some social media providers change their features quite 
frequently, e.g. TikTok. 
Take a look at this link to see what is available to you and how to set up your child's social media. We would also 
advise doing this with your child so that you can discuss the features together. 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/ 
 
Useful new features on YouTube and YouTube Kids 
YouTube is hugely popular with all age groups but historically parents haven't had a lot of control over what their 
children can/cannot watch. But things have changed and YouTube now gives parents a greater degree of control. It 
isn't perfect but it is a step in the right direction. Take a look at the page below where you will see a few short videos 
of newer features that can help you on YouTube and YouTube Kids. 
 
https://www.esafety-adviser.com/youtube-parental-restrictions/ 
 
Gaming 
 
Finding good games, as well as knowing what is appropriate for the age of the child isn't easy, particularly when 
there can be lots of peer pressure to play the more popular games which are not always appropriate. Taming 
Gaming is a great resource for parents to find new games for children as well as lots of advice about content, 
suitability etc. 
 
https://www.taminggaming.com/  
 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3Dfe6030d9e5%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082117794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UGhQ1QWSdFJTno6cGKlZh4tHCDdF47USb2mvmkVkQxc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D6ccf3ca480%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SKToapRGfguF8xaif2i2rbikHfhSg0Sg8FttKizupzo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3Ddfb506e11f%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KzufeMygz5A5RDPcwRyG0paGDiNuUtZiUFpM4yvJ4G8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D1675e2bbf7%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mhfHOsmI%2B0QuSGEqoXOv%2Fq%2F04wFkrLkiPvi1QmxSHzQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D64943a3d50%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BJCUurkpAW0aQ1a8GqJ5zrpaxMa0kecy1yKLLWVp6rY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D64943a3d50%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BJCUurkpAW0aQ1a8GqJ5zrpaxMa0kecy1yKLLWVp6rY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D27294e7576%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ko01nVD8RE4wIpyZUSwTATOmrhhvpSa88NBGu51vQP4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D2863f08f91%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TPvUTcki2HrgbqrSjTH1U3zGG2%2BSS3mxm3rXbJR3lYI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345%26id%3D70f4daa530%26e%3D9488bef14f&data=05%7C01%7Cj.hodgson107%40wcpschool.co.uk%7C53415baa0ee74375dd7508daf53ca356%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638091938082273527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HWmKHVPocVPPtMZz5KP4LRvDvUBVsOmF5nLKwUtSRUM%3D&reserved=0


Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Updates 

 

Upcoming Events and Information 

Most upcoming events are being advertised on social media Durham SEND Information, Advice, Support Service | Facebook This is the link to 

the page and there is also an Autism Hub group Durham SENDIASS Autism Hub | Facebook which promotes not just the Autism Hub events, 

but also other events going on across the county. 

There is a mailing list for parents/carers to join. To become part of the mailing list, email: ann.connor@durham.gov.uk and ask to be added to 

the mailing list. You will then get any information emailed directly to you. 

Fun and Food 

 

...and here it is, our Fun and Food Christmas 2022 video which shows just a handful of the brilliant activities that took place over the holidays. 

Thank you again to all of our partners and providers to make this happen - we couldn't do it without you. 

We hope you enjoy this video  

(11) Christmas Fun and Food 2022 - YouTube 

 
Peterlee Town FC – SEN focused football sessions    

Does your child have special educational needs that stop them being part of a team? Peterlee Town FC are committed to ensuring football is 

accessible to all. Come along to our S.E.N. focused free sessions throughout January with our FA fully licensed Coaches. Register Your Interest 

Here: https://forms.office.com/r/LXhJ3tY4Qn  

Dene Academy – outdoor/grass pitch 

Starting Saturday 7th January at 14:00pm 

Free throughout January    

  

Investing in Children – Care Day 2023 

Please see attached information on Investing in Children Care day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068147924300
https://www.facebook.com/groups/327266976097258/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXO4MF2vVps
https://forms.office.com/r/LXhJ3tY4Qn


Child and Adolescent Mental Health service (CAMHS) 

Please find attached information for free awareness training delivered by the Child and Adolescent Mental Health service (CAMHS) in county 

Durham and Darlington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


